
Sunday Gatherings @ 10am

As restrictions ease, please continue to be     
sensitive to the needs of those around you. 

We will be resuming refreshments after church; 
please let those serving handle all equipment, 
and avoid congregating near the coffee bar.

6 Feb - Epiphany 5: Altogether Worship

13  Feb - Epiphany 6: Holy Communion 
with Kids Creation Station 
All 3-10 year olds invited into the hall for a lot of 
fun and learning about God’s love for them

20 Feb - 2nd before Lent: Service of the Word

27 Feb - Sun before Lent: Holy Communion
- with Cinema Sunday for children of all ages

For your prayers

Please pray for

- all those unwell or recovering, including:
  Ali, Marion, John Beale, Harley, Eve, Rachel
  Give thanks that Rachel’s leg is mending

- Family activities: our Toddlers group 
- The ongoing Kids Matter parenting programme
- Our church building maintenance, throwing up 
many challenges

Give thanks and pray for 
- exciting opportunities opening up in the 
community 
- to deliver more Kids Matter programmes
- plans for another Kintsugi course
- the new Bible study (Mondays)
- for all the work going on behind the scenes 
and the PCC 

How to Contact us
Emails and telephone messages are checked

at least 3 times a week. Please email or phone
and if no answer, leave a message.  

0117 9591250
enquiriesststephenssouthmead@gmail.com

There is also a contact form on our website
https://www.ststephenssouthmead.co.uk/

Who’s who

Vicar        Revd Jon Roberts
revjonroberts@gmail.com    07980 929302

0-5s & Families Worker.    Trenna Blundell
trennablundell@gmail.com  07446 375698

Churchwardens         
Hannah Widdows             07791 142959
hannah_widdows@hotmail.co.uk

Jo Hamilton (maternity leave)   07791 085991
joannehamilton5@googlemail.com

Prayer Chain
Ali Prince       alisonprince79@hotmail.com

Safeguarding Officer
Joe Widdows             07791 085991

Interim Administrator                   
Gill O’Rourke             0117 9591250
enquiriesststephenssouthmead@gmail.com

Find Us Online

Facebook Keep up to date with latest 
events and news by joining our group or 
by following our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/ststephenssouthmead/

https://www.ststephenssouthmead.co.uk/
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A warm welcome to you
whether it is your first time visiting

or you are a regular part of the               
congregation! We are so glad to see you in

person and gather as a church family; please
do ask if you have any questions or are un-

sure about anything.

Our prayer is that as you spend time 
with us you might meet 

with the living God



Prayer in poetry
Winter in all of our lives
There is a winter in all of our lives, 
a chill and darkness that makes us yearn 
for days that have gone 
or put our hope in days yet to be. 
Father God, you created seasons for a purpose. 
Spring is full of expectation 
buds breaking 
frosts abating 
and an awakening of creation 
before the first days of summer. 
Now the sun gives warmth and comfort to our lives, 
reviving aching joints 
bringing colour
new life
and crops to fruiting. 
Autumn gives nature space 
to lean back
relax and enjoy the fruits of its labour 
mellow colours in sky and landscape 
as the earth prepares to rest. 
Then winter
cold and bare as nature takes stock
rests, unwinds
sleeps until the time is right. 
An endless cycle, and yet a perfect model. 
We need a winter in our lives
a time of rest, 
a time to stand still
a time to reacquaint ourselves 
with the faith in which we live. 
It is only then that we can draw strength 
from the One in whom we are rooted
take time to grow and rise through the darkness 
into the warm glow of Your springtime 
to blossom and flourish, 
bring colour and vitality into this world
your garden.
Thank you, Father
for the seasons of our lives.
Anon

New Bible Study group
1.30pm on Monday a group has started to 
study a course on Prayer, going through the 
Lord’s Prayer. It lasts an hour or so, with a 
cuppa afterwards. All welcome!

31st Jan (session 2) - Adoration: how to worship 
and thank God

7th Feb (3) Petition: how to ask God for ourselves
14th Feb (4) Intercession: how to ask God for others
28th Feb (5) - Unanswered prayer 

Please contact Jenny Low for more details -   
revjennylow@gmail.com

Kintsugi Hope
I am delighted that the course ran last term 
went so well. Following the PCC’s decision last
Nov to  continue running Kintsugi Hope as a 
church and for the community, it is also great 
that Clarie is willing to run another course 
here, hopefully after Easter. Those who came 
to the last course are welcome to attend the 
next, and I believe some more folks will come 
as well. We will encourage some attendees of 
the last course to help run the next one. 
Please do pray for this ministry to continue to 
flourish.                    Jon

Kids Matter
Badocks Wood Academy have invited us to 
run Kids Matter in their new  community hub 
which is very exciting!   We will be running a 
taster session on Wednesday 9th Feb in the 
afternoon, which we hope will lead to a pro-
gramme to start on 2nd March. We now have 
strong links with 3 of
the primary schools in
Southmead, which is
fantastic.

Toddler Group

Toddlers runs every term-
time Monday   9.30 – 11am

Snacks and drinks 
provided. Just come along 

whenever you can. Contact Trenna Blundell for 
more details. 

All pre-school aged children welcome

From our Vicar
As we move into February we begin to look forward 
with anticipation to those first glorious signs of 
spring, the days continue to lengthen bit by bit, we 
prepare for Lent and Easter, and get excited about 
life blossoming everywhere. I hope we see the love 
of a God of resurrection in all those things. The 
peace of Christ be with you in this season, my 
friends. 

I just wanted to update everyone with where I'm at. 
As many of you know I have been wrestling with 
mental exhaustion, stress, and generally being worn 
out from these last few years. I'm currently working 
3 days a week, but I'm back in church each week, 
and I'm looking to gradually increasing my days over 
these next couple of months back to full time as and 
when feels healthy. This has been a great opportun-
ity for me to reset some unhealthy work/life bal-
ances and unreasonable expectations I've placed 
upon myself, which have been formed over these 
last few challenging years. I'm glad to say I'm feeling 
more positive about the future now. 

As always, I continue to pray for you all. Please do 
reach out if you ever want to meet up and chat 
about God, life, or anything else; I'm always happy to
do that.

Peace & Blessings, Jon
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